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 תנ"ך

 

Rav Yisrael Herczeg (ר' הרצג) רש"י על חומש 1105 
In this course we will work on recognizing consistent patterns in Rashi’s commentary to Chumash that 
shed light on nuances in his meaning not evident from a superficial reading of his text. The most 
important area we will cover is defining Rashi’s conception of the term “pshat,” and how he understands it 
differently from most other commentators. Among the other topics we will cover are: how Rashi uses Old 
French, how he weaves the language of Tanach into his commentary without our even recognizing it, and 
why Rashi sometimes makes an exception to his general practice of not telling us what problem in pshat 
he is dealing with. 

 

Mrs. Dina Blank ( בלנק 'גב וללמד ללמוד 1111 (  
This course will take you on a new journey into the old and familiar territory of Sefer Breishit. This time 
you’ll find spectacular, unconventional answers to old questions, meet mefarshim you’ve never seen 
before, and build your skills in mikra and parshanut. At the end of the semester you’ll be challenged to 
incorporate your newly developed skills into a mini-shiur of your own (with your chavruta), to be shared 
with the class. Sample topics include “Avraham’s route from "ארצך" to כנען”, “Re-examining what we 
learned as kids:  "ועבדום וענו אותם ארבע מאות שנה", “Did he really lie? A new look at Yaakov Avinu”, etc. 
In addition, there will be preparation for - and presentation by - students on topics of their choice. 
 

Rav Eliezer Schenkolevski ( שנקולבסקי רב   חמש מגילות 114 (
In this course we will learn the חמש מגילות in depth (beginning with Kohelet followed by Shir HaShirim, 
Esther and in the 2nd semester we will beH finish Rut and Eicha).  We will study the interpretations of 
Chazal and the classic Peirushim as well as modern Peirushim.  We will deal with some of the more 
difficult questions that arise when reading these Megillot and attempt to provide answers as we learn 
together. 

  

Rav Menachem Leibtag (רב ליבטאג) חומש בקיאות 1113  
In this in-depth and intense shiur, we cover the entire Chumash. We will study the Torah, one book at a 
time, in search of its overall theme, and then we will apply that theme to help understand the details of the 
individual narratives and mitzvoth. While doing so, we will see how and why the classic commentators deal 
with the same problems that we will uncover during our study. Additional work outside of class will be 
required for this shiur.  

 

Rav Rafi Rosenblum ( רוזנבלום רב  ווערטלאך 1114 (
This shiur is called “Short Vorts” in English. Do you ever find yourself on Shabbos wishing that you had a 
nice short idea to share on the Parsha? In this shiur, we will go through a number of Mefarshim on the 
weekly Parsha which will provide you with a few (usually between 4 and 7) short ideas that you can share 
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each week, and keep with you for many years to come. We will present a variety of styles of Divrei Torah 
including Machshava, Chassidic, Mussar and P’shat and even some Gematria related ideas. We will look 
for the hidden messages that the Mefarshim are telling us and try to incorporate them into our lives.  

 
Mrs. Tali Ifrah (גב' יפרח) מפתח למקרא 1217 

Noach the tzadik gets drunk and the world is forever changed as a result.  Bilam the rasha is portrayed by 
the Psukim to sound like a tzadik who's very connected to Hashem.  Moshe Rabbeinu hits a rock and is 
banned from the Holy Land forever.  Many episodes in the Torah leave us very confused after reading the 
Psukim.  In  מפתח למקרא we will focus on using Rashi, the Gur Aryeh, the Mizrahi, and other classic 
Mefarshim to help unlock these enigmatic Torah stories. We will learn to find the hidden themes in the 
Chumash and uncover the lessons that the text of the Torah is trying to tell us while developing our 
analytic and textual skills. 
 
Ms. Alexis Levy  )בקיאות נביאים ראשונים                                                                                 1134)גב' לוי  
This course has two aspects. Students will acquire a broad knowledge of the content of Neviim Rishonim 
through an independent, structured and supervised study program. A set number of Perakim will be 
scheduled to be learnt each week enabling the students to continue their learning outside the walls of the 
classroom. This will be complemented by a weekly shiur which will focus on an important and thought-
provoking topic from the Perakim studied that week. This course offers the opportunity to gain familiarity 
with a number of books of Tanach in a fun and challenging way, sparking Torah discussion whether in the 
dorm, on the bus or in the Bet Midrash.    

 

Mrs. Mindy Hilewitz / Mrs. Penina Bernstein ( הילביץ 'גב השבוע בפרשת החיים יסודות 1212 (  

In this course, we will explore פרשת השבוע as a springboard for developing our personal selves and our 
relationship with הקב"ה.  Students will engage בחברותא in close textual analysis of the relevant מפרשים on 

השבועפרשת   and together as a class we will explore the implications of these מקורות for our self-
improvement and personal growth.  Students will not only challenge themselves intellectually and progress 
in their textual skills, but they will also hopefully refine their personal behavior, walking away from each 
class with very practical suggestions to stimulate character development and deepen their relationship with 
 .הקב"ה
 
Mrs. Ora Schrier  'ספר שמות בעיון                                                                                       7113( שרייער)גב  
In Sefer Shemos Klal Yisrael transition from a family of individuals into a nation unified around the 
Torah. In this class we will focus on the individuals in Sefer Shemos who seem to be more in the 
background and explore how their experiences or contributions reflect the broader theme of unique 
individuals coming together to create a community. We will go through Sefer Shemos from the 
enslavement through the building of the Mishkan focusing on individuals such as Bat Paro, Tziporah, and 
Betzalel. The class will focus on building textual skills and facilitating independent learning. In the process 
we will look to understand more deeply how we develop a unique identity within the context of Klal 
Yisrael and apply the messages from the Mefarshim that we study to our lives today. 

 

 הלכה
 

Rav Yosef Silverman (רב סלברמן) ברכות הלכות 2114  
In this course we will explore many of the principles of the laws of Brachot and their practical 
applications.  We will learn how to appropriately identify which Bracha should be recited in different 
circumstances and situations.  Among the topics to be covered are: Brachot on foods, tricky Brachot 
situations (soups, salads, croutons, cookie-dough, sushi etc.), Birchat Hagomel, Tefilat Haderech, 
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Shehechiyanu etc. The laws of Brachot can be very complicated, and without appropriate knowledge and 
understand we may miss the opportunity to thank G-d in the correct way for all that He has provided us 
with. 

 

Rav Ezra Friedman ( פרידמןרב  כשרות הלכות 2115 (  

This course will provide the student with insight and practical knowledge of the inner workings of 
Hashgacha and industrial Kashrut.  We will gain familiarity with OU standards and how they are applied to 
real world production and challenges. Topics to be covered include: A general introduction to Hashgacha, 
Kashering, dairy products and production, restaurants and hotels, Tevilat Keilim, vegetable checking, 
Terumot, Ma’asrot, Shmitta and the Kashrut of Fish.  
 
Rav Yosef Silverman (רב סלברמן) כשרות במטבח 2117 

This course is designed to introduce the student to many of the fundamental principles of the laws of 
Kashrut and their practical applications.  We will focus on such fundamental principles as Nat bar Nat, 
Davar Charif, Bitul B’rov, Bitul B’shishim, and Ta’am K’ikar etc.  Through the study of these principles we 
will tackle many practical issues such as: cooking milk and meat in the same oven, how to kasher 
appliances, the Kashrus status of Slurpy Machines, taking medicine with non-Kosher ingredients and many 
more. 

 

Rav Binyamin Hutt ( האטרב   רצון ה' בכל הבית                                                                                   4121 (
What do you want your home to look like? What will the atmosphere that permeates every room feel like? 

How does a “בית נאמן בישראל” look? In each class, we will explore a different room of the Jewish home 
with regards to Halacha and Hashkafa. These are the factors that structure our lives and infuse them with 

meaning. Together we will search and discover how to construct a home of commitment –a  בית נאמן

 .Classes will consist of text study and discussion .בישראל
 
Mrs. Michelle Elmaleh ( אלמליח 'גב בהלכה האשה 2215 (  
This year long course focuses on a woman’s obligations within the overarching system of halacha. The 
course begins with an in depth analysis of halachic constructs and guiding principles that determine a 
woman's obligation (or lack thereof) in the performance of mitzvot and religious ritual. Using these 
building blocks as a foundation, we then continue to thoroughly examine numerous individual mitzvot as 
they relate to women, largely focusing on all aspects of tefilah, chagim and shabbat, and daily mitzvot. 
This course incorporates frontal shiur with chevrutah learning; learning primary and secondary sources 
inside will help the student improve her skills as the year progresses. While there is much discussion about 
Halacha L'maaseh, this course also seeks to lay the foundation for an overall appreciation of the role of 
halacha in a Bat Torah's life. 
   
Rav Rafi Rosenblum ( וזנבלוםר רב  בהלכה רפואה 2220 (  

Judaism values life over all other things and the preservation of life is paramount to all Jews. For this 
reason, a lot of time has been spent discussing the relationship between medicine and Jewish Law. 
We will talk about both the legal aspects, as well as the philosophical dilemmas that arise on a daily basis. 
Am I in charge of my body to do with it as I please? Must I seek medical attention in all situations, or may 
I decline medical intervention? Are there limits to what I may do on Shabbos? This course will provide 
practical answers to many questions that come up, as well as an understanding of the fundamental issues 
that are at hand. The topics we will cover will include the beginning of life and abortion, euthanasia and 
suicide, and many other topics in between. 
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Rav Rafi Rosenblum ( רוזנבלום רב ם"שותי 909 (  
This course will focus on Sheilos U'teshuvos (Shu"t) and the integral role they have played for the last 
1000 plus years. We will see how the Gemara, the Rishonim, the Shulchan Aruch, and the Achronim are 
used to answer questions that arise in our ever changing world. Some of the topics that we will cover 
include eating bread when you don’t have a cup to wash, inviting irreligious Jews to our homes, 
hydroponics, magic, dreams, going into a church and many more.  
 

Mrs. Nili Turetsky (גב טורצקי'   לכת הצנע  2118 (

In general, a class that focuses on the laws and principles of Tzniut, modesty, can cover material that may 
be perceived as sensitive and volatile.  One of the goals of this class is to demonstrate that the laws of 
Tzniut are halacha like any other halachic topic, with numerous machlokot amongst Rishonim, Acharonim 
and modern day Poskim.  Another goal is to gain an appreciation for the sanctity and the beauty of this 
Mitzvah, just as many of us have come to realize the sanctity and beauty of the Mitzvot of Shabbos and 
many others.  Additionally, all of us have what to gain from learning the laws of Tzniut and all of us have 
room to grow in this area. The sources in the class will also help to reinforce the student with the 
information necessary to explain why we observe what we do. In addition to the actual halachot we will try 
to understand the concept of “sensitivity” and gaining our own personal sensitivities in the area of Tzniut.  
The ultimate goal is to help us all develop into more complete and better Ovdei Hashem through the 
observance of this crucial Mitzvah. Some topics that will be covered (pun intended): Machshava, Sleeve 
Length, Neckline, Skirt Length (and what’s the deal with stockings…), Feet, Minhag HaMakom, Tightness 
of clothing/ See through clothing, Mixed/ Co-Ed situations, Mechitzah, At what age is one obligated to 
begin dressing in a Tzanua manner?, Issur Lo Yilbash (Beged Ish/pants), Flashy/ Bright clothing, 
Histaklut BiAnashim, Negiah, Kol Isha, Yichud, Kisui Rosh. Any topics that are not mentioned that you 
are interested in learning, please speak to me privately and if it is possible I will try to incorporate it into 
the class. 
 

Rav Shachar Naim ( נעים רב  חושן משפט 2131 (
In this course we will learn about the function of the Beit Din as well as in depth topics dealing with laws 
of interpersonal relationships and damages as well as their practical applications.  We will study primary 
sources as well as case law, with the goal of not only increasing our knowledge, but enhancing our 
appreciation of how the Torah encompasses so many areas of our system of ethics and daily living.  
 

 
HILCHOT SHABBAT 

 
Rav Yakov Haber (רב הבר) שבת הלכות 2211  
This class covers the general principles of the Melachot of Shabbat – M’lechet Machshevet: davar she’eino 
mitkavein, p’sik reisha, shinui, etc.  We then turn to an in depth study of the Melcahot of Bishul and Borer. 
We start from the basic definitions of each Melacha, tracing the development of the Halacha from the 
Gemara through the Rishonim, Shulchan Aruch and contemporary Poskim, explaining the basis behind 
differing views down to practical examples.  We use Shmirat Shabbat K’hilchata as a reference text 
occasionally studying from it in class, although most of our learning is done without a text.  Review 
questions are given at various points during the semester.  A final exam is administered at the end of each 
semester.   
 

Rabbi Eli Wagner (ר' ווגנר) שבת הלכות 2213  
The aim of this course is to learn about, understand and develop a sophisticated appreciation for many of 
the Halachot of Shabbat. This shiur will be dedicated to understanding the guiding principles of many of 
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the Melachot, as well as thoroughly exploring their practical ramifications. We will primalry be focusing on 
the Melachos known as “Sidura D’pat”, the Melachot leading up to baking bread. 
 

Rabbi Gidon Schneider (רב שניידר) הלכות שבת                                                                               2214  
In this section of Hilchot Shabbat we will cover a broad array of Melachot all of which have very practical 
applications. Melachot to be covered include Boneh/Soter (building/destroying), Koteiv/ 
Mocheik (writing/erasing), Tzovea (coloring), Gozez (shearing); examples of common questions to be 
analyzed are opening cans and bottles, application of make-up, combing hair, etc. Through the Shiurim we 
will elucidate the underlying principles of each Melacha and some of the relevant common questions. We 
will trace each Melacha from its origin in the Mishkan, to the basic discussion in the Gemara with the 
comments of the Rishonim, and conclude with the Shulchan Aruch and its commentaries (focusing on 
the Mishna Berurah) while incorporating the positions of contemporary authorities.  
 

 גמרא
 
Mrs. Leora Bednarsh ( בדנרש 'גב   גמרא 3212 (
This action packed course will examine exciting and practical (and fun!) Halachic topics from their primary 
sources through their practical applications.  The student will not only learn a tremendous amount of 
practical information and textual skills, but will also gain invaluable insight into, and appreciation of the 
Halachik process. This course will train the student how to ask questions, develop theories, examine 
sources and understand Halachik conclusions. Some of the topics that will be covered include: Lifnei Iver, 
Bikur Cholim, Tochacha (how and when to rebuke others), Eating before Tefilla, and Viduy. 
 

השקפה \ ישראל מחשבת  
 
Mrs. Tali Ifrah ( יפרח 'גב  יחסים בהלכה ובמחשבה                                                                                        4110 (
 explores the familial, social and societal relationships that are the fabric of our יחסים בהלכה ובמחשבה
interpersonal lives. We will seek to understand the timeless Torah wisdom which guides our attitudes and 
offers advice and insight into how to best enrich and foster meaningful relationships such as peer, friend 
and neighbor relations; כיבוד הורים, חינוך ילדים, marriage and שלום בית; and the teacher-student 
relationship.  We will also learn some of the Halachik guidelines that govern these interpersonal 
interactions. 

Mrs. Tali Ifrah ( יפרח 'גב   כתבי הרב סולווויצ'יק 4113 (
Over the course of the year, we will learn some of Rav Soloveichik’s most powerful and famous works. 
We first learn “Kol Dodi Dofek” which addresses the difficult theological issue of evil in the world and 
what a Jew’s approach should be, as well as the modern Jew’s responsibility towards the State of 
Israel.  We then learn “Lonely Man of Faith” in which The Rav develops the famous personalities of 
Adam I and Adam II which help us understand our complex roles as people of G-d in this world. In the 
second semester we learn through the challenging and fundamental “Halachic Man” in which the Rav 
presents a philosophy of Torah Judaism with Halacha at its center. In-class chavrusa time allows each 
student to learn through each work in its entirety, followed by dynamic class discussions and shiur.  

Rav Yisrael Herczeg (ר' הרצג) ראליסודות במחשבת יש 4114  
Selected issues in Jewish thought including free will, teshuvah, self-actualization, and the nature of the link 
between God and man as seen through the writings of Jewish thinkers such as Rav Yosef Yehudah Leib 
Bloch (Shiurei Daas), the Chazon Ish, Rav Yosef Dov Ber HaLevi Soloveichik (Beis HaLevi), and others. 

 

Alexis Levy (גב' לוי) ג' עיקרי אמונה י 4314  
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This course will use the Rambam’s 13 Principles of Faith as a framework for discussing many fundamental 
topics in Jewish Philosophy. Some examples of questions we will discuss are: What does it mean that G-d 
exists? Can I prove G-d’s existence? What is the source of faith? If G-d is One, why does He have so 
many names? Why does the Torah use physical descriptions of G-d if He has no body? How do we serve 
G-d? How does prayer work? Why do we no longer have prophecy? How do we know the Torah came 
from G-d? What is the source of the Oral Law? If G-d knows everything, how do we also have free 
choice? Who is Mashiach? What is Olam Haba? What will happen at the revival of the dead? Students will 
be encouraged to question and analyze, while practically developing their own religious viewpoint and 
beliefs.  

 

Rav Ezra Shapiro ( שפירארב   תהליך ההשקפה 4112 (

The class will trace the development of the Hashkafic world that we live in. We will try to 
understand:  How we developed from one family of Bnei Yaakov into a religion with so many “sects”. 
How intelligent, knowledgeable, good and genuine people believe in different things.  Who are the major 
ideologues and personalities who form our hashkafic world. How the Jewish world has become so diverse 
with Chasidim, Mitnagdim, Modern Orthodox, Charedi, Zionists, Satmar…. and what everyone believes.  
 

Mrs. Tali Ifrah ( יפרח 'גב  מחשבה בעולם המודרני  4115 (
Does the Torah determine our ethical behavior, or can we rely on our own moral judgment? What is 
“Torah U’madda” and do we agree or disagree with it? What does it mean to be a “chessed personality” 
and how do I become one? These and other thought provoking topics will be explored in depth in our 
class. We will analyze sources and discuss articles from contemporary Jewish thinkers spanning the 
spectrum from Rav Soloveichik to Rav Wolbe, Rabbi Dessler to Rabbi Lamm. Our goals will always be to 
better understand our place as Jews in the Modern world, and to grow in our own personal middot and 
avodat Hashem. 
 

Rav Ari Shvat ( שבט ר' הרב קוק כתבי 4116 (  
In addition to being the “Father of Religious-Zionism”, Rav Kook, the first Chief Rabbi of Israel (known 
in Israel simply as: “The Rav”), is considered among Jews and non-Jews alike to be one of the most 
original thinkers of the century. His philosophical, harmonic, holistic and optimistic approach deals with 
just about every question and topic facing the modern Jew, and has proven to be extremely popular, 
relevant and inspiring to our generation. Topics will be selected from the most famous and classic chapters 
of Rav Kook’s 40 books, including  Emunah, free will, good-evil in the world, the State of Israel, religious-
non-religious relations, the pleasant way to Tshuva, understanding "The Generation", parent-child 
relationships, Eretz Yisrael, y’mot hamashiach, korbanot in the Third Beit HaMikdash, 
understanding/identifying with the mitzvot, the beauty of history, intellect and emotion, “understanding”, 
love and awe of G-d, the goal of life, evolution, vegetarianism, morality, education, nationalism and 
universalism, and more. 

 

Rav Ari Shvat ( שבט ר' ארץ ישראל, תורת ישראלעם ישראל,  4117 (  
This course deals with the most relevant issues facing the individual Jew and nation of Israel in our 
historic, exciting and complex generation in an intellectual, inspiring, and practical way. Can we be 
sure that the modern State of Israel is really the Atchalta D'geu'la and not just another false messiah? 
How can we, as religious Jews, support a secular Jewish State? Proving the existence of G-d through 
religious-Zionism. Are we a religion, a nation or what? Tzahal (the Israeli army)- victories, dilemmas 
and halachic questions. What's the relationship between Nationalism, Individualism and Globalism? 
An in-depth analysis of the pros and cons of Aliya. Dati'im, Chilonim, and Charedim- Where are 
they coming from and is there a solution? In addition to rabbinical and contemporary sources, we 
will also analyze the sources cited by the charedi anti-zionists. The mixture of lectures, discussions, 
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and self- study units offered, has left a lifelong impression and greatly influenced thousands of 
participants, to examine our historical time period and take their relationship with Am Yisrael, Eretz 
Yisrael, Torat Yisrael and Medinat Yisrael much more seriously. 

 

Rav Yakov Haber (רב הבר) הימים ואחרית המשיח ימות 4216  

This class covers end-of-life and end-of-world topics according to Jewish Thought.  The first semester of 
this class presents an in-depth analysis of the End of Days including: the Messianic era and the coming of 
Mashiach, signs of the Mashiach, the pre-Messianic era and its travails, the role of Yishmael, the war of 
Gog and Magog and the relationship of the State of Israel and other current events to the Messianic 
process.  The second semester of this class covers a broad treatment of End of Life topics including ‘Olam 
HaBa, Gan ‘Eiden, T’chiyat HaMeitim and their relationship. Additionally, Gilgul N'shamot and/or 
Gehinom will also be studied as per class interest.  For both semesters, the classes utilize handouts with 
sources from the Gemara, Midrashim, Zohar, and Rishonim and thought-provoking videos and other 
media to foster discussion.  In lieu of a test, a research paper is required analyzing sources not covered in 
class. 
 

Rav Shachar Naim ( נעים רב דרך ה'                                                                                                      4311 (  
In this course we will learn about the Ramchal’s approach to the mystical foundation of the existence of 
G-d, and the active role He plays in our lives.  Through our learning, we will discuss questions surrounding 
the existence of G-d, the reason for creation in general and as it applies to the individual, as well as the 
intricacies of Hashgacha and its effects on the world in which we live. 
 

 

ישראל ארץ לימודי \ היהודית היסטוריה  
 
Rabbi Eli Wagner (ר' ווגנר) 5217                                                                                היסטוריה במבט ההלכה
Have your ever learned about a fascinating event in Jewish history and thought, “What would I do in that 
situation?” Have you held an opinion about a dilemma or challenge facing the modern state of Israel? How 
often are those opinions informed and shaped by halacha? Often, we bifurcate our analyses as being either 
political/historical or halachik. In this course, we attempt to fuse these viewpoints by analyzing significant 
events in Jewish history through a halachik perspective. Topics that are included (but not limited too) are: 
Masada and Suicide, Shabtai Tzvi and Navi Sheker (false prophets), The visit of Alexzander The Great and 
Non-Jewish Names, The questions of Land for Peace, The Disengagement of Gaza and soldiers who 
refused orders, Gilad Shalit and Redeeming Captives, and Entering Har Habayit.    

 

Rav Jason Knapel (רב קנפל) שואה 5118 
In this course we will be taking a look at one of the greatest tragedies of Jewish History through the lens of 
History, Halacha and Hashkafa. Topics that will be discussed are: The uniqueness of the Shoah, The life 
that was - understanding what was lost, The History & Theology of Anti-Semitism, The rise of the Nazi 
party, The reaction of the world, What did we know and when did we know it, What is a ghetto and were 
all ghettos the same, The transports and camps, Rescue and resistance, Leadership & youth during the war 
years, Theology of the Shoah, The end of the war – when did it really end for the Jews? 
 

Maza Yisrael Advocacy Course 5132  
Recent years have seen a sharp increase in negative sentiments toward Israel on North American college 
campuses. This course is intended to help students confront this challenge by instilling them with a deeper 
understanding of the complexities and nuances of the Arab-Israeli conflict.  The students will also gain 
leadership & activism skills to effectively make the case for Israel. The course is divided into four segments: 
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(1) The connection of the Jewish people to the Land of Israel (2) Understanding the Arab – Israel conflict 
(3) The fundamentals of effective activism (4) Leadership development & personal growth. The goal of this 
course is not simply to leave students with a greater knowledge and understanding of Israel and the conflict, 
but also to provide them with the skills necessary to step up for Israel on their campuses and within their 
communities. To that end, a significant emphasis will be placed on developing students’ leadership potential 
and on empowering them to view themselves as actors in Jewish history with the ability to make a meaningful 
impact in the world. Using the latest multimedia educational resources, including film and video, this course 
will feature interactive workshops, guest speakers, and use current events as the backdrop for class 
discussion. 

 

  שונים נושאים
 
Rav Jason Knapel (רב קנפל) החיים מעגל 2116  

In this course we will explore the major life cycle events that occur throughout our lifetime. We start with 
Brit Millah and go all the way to Death & Mourning. Each topic is composed of several units dealing with 
the basic sources, hashkafa / Taamei Hamitzvah, major Halachic issues and minhagim. The course is 
source based including pesukim, gemarot, rishonim and poskim. The goal of the course is to know the 
what’s and the why’s to the major Jewish events that will happen in our lifetime. 
 
Rav Ezra Friedman ( פרידמןרב  בעיון השנה מעגל 2120 (  
In this course we will learn different sugyas connected to the holidays with a goal of increasing our 
simchas yom tov. Some of the topics we will hopefully cover this year include: The Shofar as a Teffila, The 
Affliction of Yom Kippur, Succah and kavanah in mitzvoth, Praying for rain, Af Hen Hayu B’oto HaNes, 
Channuka-the concept of mehadrin, Channuka-can I pray for miracles?, Tu B’Shvat-Man is a Tree, Purim-
is there a mitzvah to get drunk?, Mishloach Manot-providing for the poor or uniting with our brethren?, 
Mikra Meggila-a woman’s chiuv, The Pessach Seder and the mitzvah to lean, Insights on the haggada, 
Yom Hashoa-Shutim from the Holocaust, Should one recite Hallel on Yom Haatzmaut?, Sefirat Haomer-
crossing the international dateline and other challenges, Why do we eat dairy on Shavuot? 
 

Rav Yamin Goldsmith (רב גולדשמיט) המקדש בית עבודת 2123  
We daven for the rebuilding of the Beit Hamikdash every day and we mourn over its destruction. At the 
highest and lowest points of our personal and national experiences the Beit Hamikdash plays a central role.  
However, despite the prominent role that the Mikdash plays in our lives, most people know very little 
about what really goes on in the Mikdash. In this shiur, based entirely on traditional sources (primarily the 
Mishna, the Gemara, and the Rambam), we will learn about the daily and “Yom Tov” goings-on in the 
Beit Hamikdash. Every shiur is accompanied by a powerpoint presntation with pictures, maps and 
diagrams, to assist in visualizing the Avodah. For most of the first semester we will learn, and G-d willing 
make a siyum on, Masechet Tamid (describing primarily the daily avodah of the Korban Tamid). The 
second semester will focus on the Avodah of the Korban Pesach, Bikkurim and Shavuot in the Mikdash. 
Additional topics throughout the year include layout of the Beit Hamikdash (e.g. “What is the Kotel?”), 
Modern Halachot of the Third Beit Hamikdash, and the Location of the Mikdash vis-à-vis Today’s Setting. 

 

Rav Ezra Shapiro (רב שפירא) למעשה תהמדו עבודת 4111  
Avodat hammidot is a discipline which, on the one hand, benefits from its place of being universally 
accepted as a core foundation of Avodat Hashem, but, on the other hand, suffers from being perceived as 
a speculative and subjective discipline. Middot tovot are often seen as the important but “touchy feely little 
brother” in Avodat Hashem to its “bigger brother,” Halacha. In this shiur we will see where Chazal see 
middot in their objective and halachik place in Avodat Hashem and we will get to practice the scientific 
approaches to working on and developing our different middot. 
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Rav Gershon Turetsky ( טורצקירב   ספר החנוך 2125 (
In the course we will learn, analyize and exapand on Mitzvot presented in the Sefer Hachinuch, a sefer that 
systenatically and clearly discussed the 613 Mitzvot of the Torah. We will gain a greater appreciation of 
each Mitzvah we discuss, both from a practical Halachaik perspective as well as a moral, ethical and 
philisophcal persepctive.  We will acquire a greater and deeper appreciation of Mitzvot we are familiar with 
as well as an understanding of Mitzvot that we are less familiar with.  We will be usuing the sefer 
Hachinuch as well as source sheets provided. 

 

Mrs. Leora Bednarsh (גב' בדנרש) כתבי הרב אהרן ליכטנשטיין 4120 
In this course we will be introduced to the thought of one of the gedolim of our generation. Rav 
Lichtenstein was a leader of the Religious Zionist community in Israel and America, and the Rebbe of 
many of your teachers.  Students will read various articles by Rav Lichtenstein, and we will meet weekly to 
learn the sources upon which the articles are based and discuss the ideas that he developed and their 
relevance to our lives. Topics will include Teshuva, Morality, Bitachon, Response to Egalitarianism, Army 
Service for Yeshiva students, amongst other timely topics. 
 

Mrs. Nili Turetsky (גב טורצקי' ישרים מסילת 4205 (  
The Goal of this class is to familiarize the student with the Mesilat Yesharim and its practical applications. 
Mesilat Yesharim is a monumental work whose timeless lessons have been analyzed and studied intensely 
for hundreds of years.  While every word, every sentence is worthy of discussion, there is also value in 
learning this Sefer in its entirety- Bekiyut style.  In order to be able to concentrate on both the deeper 
messages as well as the overall approach of the Sefer we will spend each class concentrating on one 
chapter and drawing out its practical messages. The class will begin by learning the Perek Chavruta style 
(review questions will be distributed to help the student but are not mandatory) followed by an in-depth 
analysis of a topic from within the chapter that has been prepared. Examples of topics which will be 
discussed: What is our purpose here on Earth? How can I maximize my growth experience, for this year 
and beyond? What does it mean to have Yirat Hashem and Ahavat Hashem? How can I attain them? How 
do I deal with Jealousy? How can I overcome it? How can I overcome Anger? What does it mean to be an 
Eved Hashem, and how do I become one? How can I overcome challenges from my environment, family 
and peers? How can Mussar/self awareness help my Tefilah? How do I overcome laziness? 
 

Rav Binyamin Hutt ( האטרב  ) 4217 דברים שחייבים לדעת                                                                                       
Every country and culture has its own unique set of famous literary works (Shakespeare), speeches (“I 
have a dream”), and underlying values (separation of Church and State).  This class will explore our own 
incredibly rich Torah culture, and familiarize students with many well-known and often-referred-to texts 
from the ראשונים and אחרונים. They will cover classic ideas in the worlds of מחשבה and השקפה.  
Examples include “The Centrality of Giving – Rav Dessler,” Patterns of Assimilation – Meshech 
Chochmah,” “The Spirit of the Law – Ramban,” and “Society Around Us – Rambam.”  Exposure to these 
famous, fascinating, and fundamental works will infuse a greater pride and understanding of what it means 
to be a Jew, because “there are some things you just have to know”. This Class will combine an 
opportunity for חברותא learning and in depth text analysis. 
 

Mrs. Dina Blank (גב' דינה בלנק) הקדמות                                                                                           111  
Book introductions offer a window into the life and times of the author, the impetus for the composition, 
and have the ability to enhance our worldview and inspire. In this course we will follow a number of great 
introductions to great books and encounter the people, the ideas, the motivations, and the excitement that 
came together to create some of the most important contributions to the Jewish bookshelf.  
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Rav Gershon Turetsky ( טורצקירב  ) 4557 חסידותל הקדמה                                                                          
Chassidic thought, philosophy and practice has much to enrich and enhance our daily lives.  While many 
of us enjoy the spirit and excitement that Chassidut brings to our schools, shuls, camps and our lives in 
general, in the form of song or inspirational ideas, many of us have not been exposed to the beauty and 
inspiration found in the vast world of Chassidic writings and sefarim.  This class hopes to expose the 
student to ideas and thoughts prevalent in classic Chassidic works.  With glimpses into the mysticism and 
Kabbalah that pervades Chassidic thought, the student will undoubtedly be enriched and inspired by the 
depth contained within.  The student will grow in their skills and knowledge necessary to learn Chassidut 
from the texts so she can not only be inspired passively by Chassidut, but actively learn and and bring the 
light of learning authentic Chassidic writtings into her life.  
 

Rav Yamin Goldsmith ( טרב גולדשמי ) 6123  תוכנית בית מדרש                                                                   
Students often successfully complete high school (and even college) - after writing and presenting many 
advanced-level general studies essays, term-papers, oral reports, etc. - without feeling comfortable doing 
the same in the Torah world. Similarly, very often, people learn topics in Torah that other people choose 
for them and are not offered the opportunity to explore topics of their choosing deeply and thoroughly. 
The goals of this shiur are to address both of these issues. First, in this shiur, you will iyH be introduced to 
the tools and acquire the skills necessary to become lifelong Torah learners. And secondly, with those tools 
and skills, you will be taught and directed how to produce advanced-level Divrei Torah (written and oral), 
an advanced level essay (to be published iy”H in SFW’s Shaalei Binah Torah Journal), an oral chaburah (to 
be presented iy”H to your fellow SFW students) in topics of your choosing in Tanach, halacha, hashkafa, 
etc. This workshop will be text-based and will include a chavrusa component. In addition, this workshop 
will include much independent work in the Beit Midrash.  
 

Rav Eli Wagner (ר' ווגנר) עשרת הדיברות                                                                                           5325  
Have you ever wondered why the Aseret Hadibrot are such an important focal point in Judaism?  Did you 
ever think about why they are displayed in almost every Beit Knesset you walk in to? In this exciting 
course we will explore what happened on Har Sinai. In addition we will analyze each of the Aseret 
Hadibrot from both a Halachik and Hashkafik perspective, in order to gain a deeper appreciation and 
understanding as to why these Ten Commandments play such a fundamental role in Judaism throughout 
the ages. 

 

Rav Yamin Goldsmith (רב גולדשמיט) אגדות חז"ל 2129 
We daven for the rebuilding of the Beit Hamikdash every day and we mourn over its destruction. At the 
highest and lowest points of our personal and national experiences the Beit Hamikdash plays a central role.  
However, despite the prominent role that the Mikdash plays in our lives, most people know very little 
about what really goes on in the Mikdash. In this shiur, based entirely on traditional sources (primarily the 
Mishna, the Gemara, and the Rambam), we will learn about the daily and “Yom Tov” goings-on in the 
Beit Hamikdash. Every shiur is accompanied by a powerpoint presntation with pictures, maps and 
diagrams, to assist in visualizing the Avodah. For most of the first semester we will learn, and G-d willing 
make a siyum on, Masechet Tamid (describing primarily the daily avodah of the Korban Tamid). The 
second semester will focus on the Avodah of the Korban Pesach, Bikkurim and Shavuot in the Mikdash. 
Additional topics throughout the year include layout of the Beit Hamikdash (e.g. “What is the Kotel?”), 
Modern Halachot of the Third Beit Hamikdash, and the Location of the Mikdash vis-à-vis Today’s Setting. 
 
  

                                                           
   
 


